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Lions Club International Chicago Centennial Celebration 

 Lions all across the world prepare to celebrate the 100th Anniversary of Lions Club 

Internal Organization in Chicago, Illinois; the place where it all began. Lions can still 

make arrangements to attend but fees will be increased since the deadline has passed.   

 

Lions attending the Chicago Centennial Celebration have many activities to choose from during 
the convention week. Special events include the following activities: 
 • Three Plenary Sessions 
 • International Parade of Nations 
 • Motivational Speakers 
 • International Show 
 • Installation of the 2017-2018 LCI President 
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Loving Individuals Offering Needed Services 

 

 

https://www.facebook.com/502941929766925/photos/1189820951079016/
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Chicago is a perfect setting for you and your fellow Lions, Lionesses and Leos to come together 
in "The City Where It All Began."  Located on the banks of Lake Michigan, the Windy City is one 
of the top convention destinations in the United States.  Its unique history, Midwestern 
hospitality, gourmet restaurants, colossal skyscrapers, and world-class shopping are just a few 
of the reasons why Chicago has something for everyone. 

The Chicago convention also offers a unique opportunity for you to visit LCI's International 
Headquarters in Oak Brook, just 30 minutes west of the city, where you will be able to take a 
self-guided tour of headquarters, get your picture taken, and meet our many staff members 
who will be there to welcome you. 

Lions Club International Service Projects 

New for LCI Chicago Convention! Lions and Leos are invited to serve in the same community as 
Melvin Jones did 100 years ago. Hands-on opportunities, such as urban farm gardening, beach 
and river clean-ups, hygiene kit assembly, and food bank packing sessions will be available 
throughout convention. Pre-registration along with a US$25 non-refundable payment is 
required and space is limited. 

International Parade of Nations 

Our spectacular Parade of Nations in on Saturday, July 1, 2017. An estimated 10,000 Lions 
from over 120 countries, many in native dress will march through the streets of Chicago. 

International Show 

All registered convention attendees are invited to attend the International Show on Saturday, 
July 1. 

Melvin Jones Fellowship Luncheon (SOLD OUT)

http://lcicon.lionsclubs.org/EN/seminars-events/service-projects.php
https://www.facebook.com/events/638489332850420/?acontext={"action_history":"[{/"surface/":/"page/",/"mechanism/":/"page_upcoming_events_card/",/"extra_data/":[]}]"}
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 Ticket Information 

This event is sold out and tickets are not available for purchase.  Please visit the Registration 
Booth onsite at the McCormick Place Convention Center in Chicago to see if any tickets are 
available due to late cancellations.   

Past International President/Past International Director/District Governor / 

Past District Governor Banquet 

This annual banquet will be held on Monday, July 3 from 8 - 10 PM at the Hilton Chicago Hotel. 

 All current and past District Governors are invited to attend. All Past International 
Presidents and Past International Directors are invited to 
attend. 

 

Registration Fee: 

 April 1, 2017 through onsite registration, the fee is 
US$200. 

Use the following website information to register for the 100
th

 International Lions Convention  
http://lcicon.lionsclubs.org/EN/attendees/index.php 

LCI Official Hotels in Chicago 

 Guests at LCI’s delegation hotels will have free shuttle transportation to all official convention events. 
Booking your hotel through LCI helps us keep convention fees low. 

 Lions will be assigned to their delegation hotels on a first-come, first-served basis through January 13, 
2017 

 After January 13, Lions can choose their delegation hotel or a hotel based on rate or location (subject to 
availability). 

 In addition to at least one adult registration fee, a hotel deposit in the amount of US$200 per room is 
required to make a reservation. The deposit is not the daily rate but will guarantee the reservation. The 
deposit will be credited to your guest folio at check out. 

 The deadline for group refunds of hotel deposits is May 1, 2017. 

 The deadline for individual refunds of hotel deposits is May 1, 2017. Failure to cancel by 
this deadline will result in the forfeiture of your hotel deposit. 
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 See you in Chicago 
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President’s Message 

Dear Lions and Leos, 

 We're on our way to serving 200 million people per year by 2021—and we'll reach that 
incredible goal by adding great new ways to serve! We're introducing a new global 
service framework that builds on our first century of service and our history of serving 
sight.  

Our new service framework focuses our efforts on five service areas: vision, hunger, 
the environment, pediatric cancer and diabetes. It gives Lions and Leos new ways 
to meet emerging humanitarian needs in their communities and around the world. As 
always, your club will decide how to best meet your community needs.  

 

 Want to learn more? Watch our inspiring service framework video and visit the service 
framework webpage today! 

 

 

Very truly yours,  
Chancellor Bob Corlew  
Your International President  
 

 

http://www.mmsend47.com/link.cfm?r=p1kFp-uRUeBVpiHnnLpNMQ%7E%7E&pe=TRUe6BMFrub9iS3Xd2zP5hmrCTguWif5UAlsSy59QuAUAv3nkRuHahdpGK9Grd6oipetawGgyEeNYn2Jgv4CUw%7E%7E
http://www.mmsend47.com/link.cfm?r=p1kFp-uRUeBVpiHnnLpNMQ%7E%7E&pe=rAI9gDDhWePEP6doy7cJVYcyAXd0czcE1nZLY9LBRsTh_Qr9A2dBJU887WS_E610Dv_cylL7-oRzBlUGbwc_2Q%7E%7E
http://www.mmsend47.com/link.cfm?r=p1kFp-uRUeBVpiHnnLpNMQ%7E%7E&pe=rAI9gDDhWePEP6doy7cJVYcyAXd0czcE1nZLY9LBRsTh_Qr9A2dBJU887WS_E610Dv_cylL7-oRzBlUGbwc_2Q%7E%7E
http://www.mmsend47.com/link.cfm?r=p1kFp-uRUeBVpiHnnLpNMQ~~&pe=sGyseeo9AnY0-xHNVvrK2vJAr5geP4QDGRw7Rt9DVRQYYSB936jgZJsBy4X1yaJAGJc0AyY4-nxvTwBPoCRQVw~~
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Earn Awards for Welcoming New Members! 
 

 

Dear Club President, 

 Did you know that the average Lion serves 70 people each year? That's why inviting new 
members is one of the most powerful ways to impact your community. 

 I noticed that as of January 31, your club has not inducted a new member this Lion year. Will 
you make it your goal to induct at least one centennial Lion before June 30, 2017? 

 Recruiting new members has never been more rewarding. Lions who sponsor a new member 
this year will earn a limited edition Centennial Sponsor pin and certificate. If your club inducts 
at least three members in one Lion year (and they remain active for two years), your club will be 
recognized as a Premier Centennial Lions Club. 
                                                                                                                   

Learn More about the Centennial Membership Awards.  

For more resources to help you recruit new members, visit the New Members Toolbox. Thank you 

for committing to expand the service impact of your club and of Lions Clubs International!   

 

 

Very truly yours,  

Chancellor Bob Corlew  

Your International President  
 

 

 

http://www.mmsend47.com/link.cfm?r=p1kFp-uRUeBVpiHnnLpNMQ%7E%7E&pe=10DL3fBctVLf8ZJ_TfcAzjhCe8W6wKOfmLQpAO_sqndZh2BpI5Y-M7EQiNDzY7945k_PO9fYJnERyJN8c1_ttg%7E%7E
http://www.mmsend47.com/link.cfm?r=p1kFp-uRUeBVpiHnnLpNMQ%7E%7E&pe=BQCkSUOm7LWpCrq9rF87gq1aj8G2ZBdbU0xUjcmcsH_CZL-8nvrW3y6YwKbU8YGVYEjKqvhXmCA-k7LGLlwWsw%7E%7E
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2017 Missouri Lions State Convention 

 

 

 

Tan-Tar-A Resort, Osage Beach, Missouri 

 

For the Missouri Lions State Convention, the link to the website:  http://molionsstateconvention.org and the link to the 

facebook page:  https://www.facebook.com/groups/815121281926056/ These links will be valid for all future state 

conventions, as they were created this as a generic site that can be reused by all future host committees. 

  

http://molionsstateconvention.org/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/815121281926056/
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2017 Missouri Lions Convention 

 

The 2017 Missouri Lions State Convention Host Committee has been busy working to create an amazing Centennial 

Celebration and state convention. 

To get the fun started, we will be setting sail on the Tropic Island yacht for a relaxing cruise on Lake of the Ozarks. The 

cruise departs from the dock just below Building A at 8:00 p.m. and will return at 9:30p.m. Thursday, May 4. Cost of the 

cruise is $10.00 per person. Reservations are required and space is limited so please make your reservations by emailing 

2017missourilionsconvention@gmail.com. A cash bar will be available. Let’s kick of our Centennial Celebration with 

some fellowship and fun! 

Friday night will include the Hospitality event showcasing the incoming District Governors.  Also included in the Friday 

night festivities will be the Silent Auction in support of LCIF - our foundation. If you have items to donate, please contact 

Judy Schaeperkoetter at judymark@fidnet.com. 

We have great plenary and breakout sessions planned.  To view the full agenda, please visit the website:  

http://molionsstateconvention.org/Schedule.html  

The Lions of Missouri Centennial Celebration wouldn't be complete without a service project. This year at the 

convention there will be TWO opportunities to fulfill the motto "We Serve". Friday, May 5th from 1 - 3pm and Saturday, 

May 6th from 2 - 3pm we will be recycling eye glasses for Saving Sight and Respectacle. Reach out to the Lions in your 

club, zone and District and bring all your donated eyeglasses. 

A special thanks goes out to Diamond Pet Foods for being a major corporate sponsor of the Missouri Lions State 

Convention. We also thank Central Bank for their sponsorship of this event. 

                                                                                        

The 2017 State Convention Host Committee looks forward to the fellowship and fun that will be offered at this 

Centennial Celebration.  To stay up-to-date on the activities of the state convention, please visit the website:  

http://molionsstateconvention.org or the Missouri Lions State Convention Facebook page, 

https://www.facebook.com/groups/815121281926056/ 

 

 

 

http://molionsstateconvention.org/Schedule.html
http://molionsstateconvention.org/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/815121281926056/
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Great Plains Lions Leadership Institute 
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Leadership Trends 

INFORMATION AND TIPS FROM LCI TO LIONS 

Regional Lions Leadership Institute 

 

2017-2018 Regional Lions Leadership Institute application packets are now available. Multiple 

districts and Single Districts are invited to apply for funding in an amount up to US$10,000 for 

first and second time applicants and then up to US$7,500 for those that held 3 or more 

institutes to support local leadership training efforts.  

To receive detailed information, including a funding request application, please e-mail us 

glt@lionsclubs.org To qualify for consideration, all 2017-2018 Regional Lions Leadership 

Institute Funding Request Applications must be received by the Leadership Division no later 

than April 30, 2017. 
  

 

 

 

 

http://www.mmsend47.com/link.cfm?r=p1kFp-uRUeBVpiHnnLpNMQ~~&pe=EjNYggA1ktvsmy4Dc_wOGN7RN3M5e2uT3DWASH3U9TQOIiCzKa8eZiSlbJ3AtSKY5Jk2Xo8oLIQAd-mMaxNR-Q~~
mailto:glt@lionsclubs.org
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Lions Clubs Centennial Commemorative Coin on Sale Now!  

 

In celebration of a century of humanitarian service, Lions Clubs 

worked with the United States Mint to produce a limited edition 1 

ounce professionally crafted silver dollar coin. This coin is a limited 

edition. Only 400,000 will be created. Once sold out, no more coins 

will be made. Each coin is packaged in its own beautiful presentation 

case and includes a certificate of authenticity. Purchasing this historic 

Lions Centennial keepsake supports the life-changing work of LCIF. For each coin 

sold, USD$10 is authorized to be paid to LCIF. This represents a USD$4 million 

opportunity to improve the lives of people in need through LCIF initiatives around the 

world.                                                

Fun Facts 

A lot of behind-the-scenes work went into creating and releasing our limited-edition 

Centennial Commemorative Silver Dollar Coin this year. Here are 5 fun facts about the 

coin! 

1. The process of creating the coin from concept to finished product took nearly 6 
years! 

2. Sandy Spring Lions Club (Maryland, USA) proposed the idea. 

3. The "Lions Clubs International Century of Service Commemorative Coin Act" 
was signed by former President Barack Obama on October 5, 2012. 

4. The coin's design pays homage to LCI founder Melvin Jones and the 
association's international family of Lions. 

5. Coin sales offer an opportunity to improve the lives of people around the world, 
with US$10 authorized to be paid to LCIF for each coin sold – up to US$4 
million. 

The Centennial Commemorative Coins may have taken 6 years to create, but 

they are only avaliable for a limited time. Buy yours today and celebrate Lions' 

Centennial! 
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2016-2017 Missouri Lions Council of Governors  

 

Council Chair Lion Joe Foster IPDG 

 e: mail jmcdf4@hughes.net  h: (573) 484-4068 c: (573) 259-7700 

                                    
District 26-M1       District 26-M2       District 26-M3       District 26-M4 
Lion Bob Wilson    Lion John (Jack) Lenk     Lion Steve Wiechens       Lion Larry Boettcher  
bobjw@windstream.net     junelenk@sbcglobal.net      steve.wiechens@yahoo.com        l.boettcher@sbcglobal.net 

h: (573) 759-6703       h: (314) 351-2814   h: None           h: None 
c: (573) 308-2970       c: (314) 306-2901    c:  (314) 616-1086         c: (660) 734-3131  
 

                         
        District 26-M5  District 26-M6  District 26-M7 

    Lion Alcy Malkmus-Espinoza  Lion Lewis Carnes Lion Don Soph 
       lionalcy@gmail.com  lcarnes1@hughes.net  donsoph@hotmail.com     

       c: (816) 588-5619  h: (417) 275-1215  h: (314) 304-5054 
c: (417)955-2850     

 

mailto:jmcdf4@hughes.net
mailto:bobjw@windstream.net
mailto:junelenk@sbcglobal.net
mailto:steve.wiechens@yahoo.com
mailto:l.boettcher@sbcglobal.net
mailto:lionalcy@gmail.com
mailto:lcarnes1@hughes.net
mailto:donsoph@hotmail.com
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Information for Publication in the Missouri Lion  

Anyone wishing to submit an article for publication in the Missouri Lion but needs some assistance in writing the 
article can submit the basics of the article such as: Who, What, When, Where, Why, Specific Details to be 
included in the article and your contact information. After a draft has been written, you will receive a copy for 
review. Please review or edit the draft, when it meets your approval it will be added to the Missouri Lion bulletin.  
   
 Send basic information by e-mail to newsletter@missourilions.org  
Paper copies of the above information can be sent to the editor at the following address: 

the Missouri  Lion 

Lion Jennie Mosher 

27011 Harrill Lane 

Lebanon, MO. 65536-4470 

 

Deadline for article submission for the June 2017 Issue is June 15th, 2017 

 

  

Submission of an article or subject material before the printed submission date does not 

guarantee the topic will be published in any edition. All materials submitted for publication in 

the Missouri Lion should be free of any possible copyright infringement issues and should not 

contain any hidden negative symbolism. the Missouri Lion Editor 

 

mailto:newsletter@missourilions.org
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Messages at Busch Stadium: “Happy 100th Lions Clubs!” 

 

The baseball season is underway, though the Cards are struggling.   

At this point, I've started doing the messages at Busch.  Research has not produced results 

regarding Kauffman Stadium for the Royals. 

To increase the number of times "Happy 100th Lions Clubs!" will appear, you can go 

to https://www.google.com/url?sa=t&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=web&cd=1&cad=rja&uact=8&

ved=0ahUKEwig1OPagazTAhUr7IMKHVLXDEQQFggjMAA&url=https%3A%2F%2Fmsecurea.mlb

.com%2Fstl%2Fbam-forms%2Fbirthday-messages&usg=AFQjCNFw4MexkYO23B-

hPGMK3g_7J2FjlA&sig2=5GHiq5DHFJwARlqhRtVWNA and fill out the form. 

After your first game (if not on the first round of the form) the "auto-fill" options should pop 

up.  Unfortunately, the auto-fill doesn't work for your birth date.  Notice where you enter your 

birthdate, you can uncheck the box about receiving  notices from the site. 

The number of characters is limited to 24.  That is why I'm putting "Happy 100th Lions Clubs!", 

since it is 24 characters and is pretty easy to read.  I can't figure any way to use the Centennial 

word, because you lose out on the rest of the message, like if you did "Happy Centennial 

Lions" it could be mistaken for some High School team somewhere. 

When you're done and push "submit" it will do the "congratulations" page.  To do the next 

game, you can push the back arrow and you'll be back to the search page with link and start 

again. 

At this point, I've done for the home games through April. 

Thanks for all you do and see you soon! 
Lion Dave Baldwin   (573) 579-7060 
Marketing & Communications, Missouri Lions 

https://www.google.com/url?sa=t&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=web&cd=1&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwig1OPagazTAhUr7IMKHVLXDEQQFggjMAA&url=https%3A%2F%2Fmsecurea.mlb.com%2Fstl%2Fbam-forms%2Fbirthday-messages&usg=AFQjCNFw4MexkYO23B-hPGMK3g_7J2FjlA&sig2=5GHiq5DHFJwARlqhRtVWNA
https://www.google.com/url?sa=t&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=web&cd=1&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwig1OPagazTAhUr7IMKHVLXDEQQFggjMAA&url=https%3A%2F%2Fmsecurea.mlb.com%2Fstl%2Fbam-forms%2Fbirthday-messages&usg=AFQjCNFw4MexkYO23B-hPGMK3g_7J2FjlA&sig2=5GHiq5DHFJwARlqhRtVWNA
https://www.google.com/url?sa=t&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=web&cd=1&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwig1OPagazTAhUr7IMKHVLXDEQQFggjMAA&url=https%3A%2F%2Fmsecurea.mlb.com%2Fstl%2Fbam-forms%2Fbirthday-messages&usg=AFQjCNFw4MexkYO23B-hPGMK3g_7J2FjlA&sig2=5GHiq5DHFJwARlqhRtVWNA
https://www.google.com/url?sa=t&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=web&cd=1&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwig1OPagazTAhUr7IMKHVLXDEQQFggjMAA&url=https%3A%2F%2Fmsecurea.mlb.com%2Fstl%2Fbam-forms%2Fbirthday-messages&usg=AFQjCNFw4MexkYO23B-hPGMK3g_7J2FjlA&sig2=5GHiq5DHFJwARlqhRtVWNA
http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwi7ubLNm7HTAhVBzmMKHYRsCYUQjRwIBw&url=http://www.craveonline.com/site/690731-ballpark-survival-guide-busch-stadium&psig=AFQjCNE3WBYsJI1NUQvR8uSHDIVlNq0oOw&ust=1492715143885161
https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwj0g_3mm7HTAhVY32MKHaubASsQjRwIBw&url=https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Busch_Stadium&psig=AFQjCNE3WBYsJI1NUQvR8uSHDIVlNq0oOw&ust=1492715143885161
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Your Donations Provide   

  

JUNE 2-3, 2017 

ANNUAL MEMBERSHIP MEETING 

QUARTERLY BOARD MEETING 

"GIVE THE GIFTS XXV" DINNER & AUCTION 

HAMILTON EYE INSTITUTE 

HQ HOTEL COMFORT INN DOWNTOWN 

Lions Clubs are encouraged to donate items for the auction. Items can be given to 1st Vice 

President PDG Walter Hamer or to Mid-South Lions Sight and Hearing Service Missouri Trustee 

Lion Jennie Mosher.  Funds raised from this auction provide the “Gift of Sight or Hearing” to 

many needy people throughout Missouri, Arkansas, Mississippi or Tennessee.  
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MID-SOUTH LIONS 

SIGHT AND HEARING SERVICE 

 
SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 16, 2017 

AT THE MEMPHIS HILTON 
 

OUR GUESTS OF HONOR WILL BE 

2016-2017 LIONS INTERNATIONAL PRESIDENT 

BOB AND LION DIANNE CORLEW 

  

http://midsouthlions.org/index.html
http://midsouthlions.org/index.html
http://midsouthlions.org/index.html
http://midsouthlions.org/index.html
http://midsouthlions.org/index.html
http://midsouthlions.org/index.html
http://midsouthlions.org/index.html
http://midsouthlions.org/1.html
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2017-2018 Missouri Lions Calendar 

Date Event Location 

May 4-7, 2017 Missouri Lions State Convention 
Tan-Tar-A Resort                   
Osage Beach, MO 

May 7, 2017 Council Administrative Budget Mtg. 
Tan-Tar-A Resort                   
Osage Beach, MO 

June 2-3, 2017 Mid-South Lions Quarterly Meeting Memphis, TN 

June 3, 2017 Saving Sight Board Meeting Columbia, Mo 

June 3, 2017 Mid-South “Give the Gift of Sight Auction” Memphis, TN 

July 21, 2017 All Star Football Banquet Warrensburg, MO 

July 22, 2017 Council of Governor’s Meeting Warrensburg, MO 

July 22, 2017 All Star Football Game Warrensburg, MO 

August 17-19, 2017 1st VDG Leader Dog Visit Rochester, Michigan 

September 15, 2017 Mid-South Lions Golf Tournament Olive Branch, MS 

September 16, 2017 Mid-South Celebrates 75 Years of Service Memphis, TN 

September 29-
October1, 2017 

Leader Dog All Missouri Lions Visit Rochester, Michigan 

October 28, 2017 Council of Governor’s Meeting 
Camden on the Lake 

Lake Ozark 

November 17-18, 2017 Mid-South Quarterly Mtg. 
Grand Plaza Hotel 

Branson, MO 

January 27, 2018 Council of Governor’s Mtg. Doubletree Westport, St. Louis 

March 2-3, 2018 Mid-South Quarterly Mtg. 
Clarion on the Lake, 

Hot Sp[rings, AR 

April 13-14, 2018 Mid-South Lions Leader Weekend Memphis, TN 

April 26-29, 2018 State Convention Doubletree Westport, St. Louis 

June 1-2, 2018 Tentative Mid-South Quarterly Mtg.  Memphis, TN 

 

July 21-23, 2017 Great Plains Lions Leadership Institute 
NWMO State University, 

Maryville 

September 21-23, 2017 USA/Canada Forum Portland, Oregon 

 
June 30-July 4, 2017 International Convention Chicago, Illinois 

June 29-July 3, 2018 International Convention Las Vegas, Nevada 

July 5 -9, 2019 International Convention Milan, Italy 

June 26-30, 2020 International Convention Singapore 

June 25-29, 2021 International Convention Montreal, Quebec Canada 

MD-26 Headquarters Office 
Office Administrator: Brenda K. Weider 

2415 B Hyde Park Road 
Jefferson City, MO 65109 

Telephone: 573-635-1773 FAX: 573-635-2383 
e-mail: missourilions@gmail.com  www.missourilions.org 

http://www.missourilions.org/
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Update from Leader Dog 

As a Puppy Raiser for LeaderDogs for the Blind, I constantly encounter people who don’t understand 

the importance of their behavior around a ‘dog in training’.  They may be fully aware that they 

shouldn’t interfere with a ‘Working Dog’, but this is ‘only a puppy, what could it possibly hurt?’.  From 

the time we receive the 7-week old puppy, they are learning the rules of the world they will be living 

and working in.  Every single encounter is ‘training’ of some type, good or bad.  What you may think is 

just an opportunity for you to coo over a cute little bundle of fur may, in fact, totally undo weeks of 

work by the raiser. 

I feel absolutely privileged to be a ‘Puppy Raiser’!  Part of my responsibility as a puppy raiser is 

education of the public.  I recently ran across this article online and am sharing it with you with full 

permission of the author.  Holly Bonner is the mother of two and the creator of her own website 

“Blind Motherhood”.  I was struck by how applicable this article is, not only to the ‘working’ guide 

dog, but also to the ‘puppy in training’, no matter how young they are at the time.  Enjoy; if you see 

yourself in these lines, I understand.  I, too, find it difficult to ignore adorable puppies, that’s how I got 

into this project!.  Just remind yourself how incredibly important these dogs are to the individuals 

with whom they are partnered and show your respect for the working team! Always, always, always 

ask before contact with the dog, even verbally. 

For more information about Holly Bonner and to visit her website, please visit 

www.blindmotherhood.com.  Thank you to Holly for allowing me to share her article with you: 

When you’re working with a guide dog, you will encounter many different kinds of people. While 
most of these individuals have the purest of intentions, few of them realize how their actions can 
pose a serious safety hazard for both you and your canine partner. Here are eight potentially 
hazardous types of people I’ve frequently encountered as a guide dog owner. 

1. The Kissing Bandits-You’ll never actually see these people, and not because you’re blind or visually 
impaired. These sneaky characters like to lurk amidst the shadows. The only indication of their 
presence comes in the form of the annoying kissing, smooching and other face-sucking sounds they 
make in a persistent effort to get your guide dog’s attention. A “Kissing Bandit’s” misguided display of 
affection is dangerously distracting for both you and your guide dog! Trust me, my dog does not want 
to kiss you. I don’t want to kiss you! Neither she or I have any idea exactly where your mouth has 
been. Please go home and smooch your own pooch and let us get back to work. 

2. Nostalgics-Prepare yourself for story hour! Seeing your beautiful guide dog will undoubtedly cause 
some lovers of your breed to take a stroll down memory lane. “Nostalgics” will stop you dead in your 

tracks enthusiastically wanting to share stories about their dearly departed “Buddy” or “Lassie” or 
“Spot.” They will spare no small detail from the time they first laid eyes on their canine 
companions to every gut wrenching moment leading up to their passing. As someone who has 

http://www.blindmotherhood.com/
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owned and lost many dogs prior to being matched with Frances, I feel for these people, really I do. 
But when you’ve got a toddler crossing their legs in desperate need of the potty, you’ll need to gently 
cut these conversations off and keep it moving. 
  
3. Ninjas-They may not be dressed in black, but “Ninjas” definitely know to sneak up on a blind 
person. You won’t “see” them coming. Chances are you won’t even hear them coming. They will 
ignore any “do not pet” markers on your guide dog. They won’t care they are in harness. These 
people believe they are above asking permission when it comes to touching your dog.  
What “Ninjas” want most in the world is to lay their hands on those furry faces or kiss you working 
dog’s wet nose. The best way to combat a ninja is by giving them a dose of their own medicine. Once 
bent over or on their knees talking to your dog, grab your harness and maneuver around this 
perpetrator. “Sorry, my dog is working, got to go!” Evaporate into the night and never look back. 

4. The HR’s-Do guide dogs get sick days? How about vacation time? “HR’s” (short for Human 
Resources) are overly concerned with labor laws relating to your canine’s work responsibilities. These 
people will inundate you with questions, sometimes deferring right to your dog for a response. (FYI, 
Frances won’t answer.) “Are you getting enough rest?” “Is momma’s route too stressful?” “Do you 
need a spa day at the groomers?” “HR’s” are relentless and won’t give up until you’ve convinced them 
your guide dog is well-fed, loved and respected as your partner. When I come in contact with an HR, I 
quickly whip out my cellphone. My screen saver happens to be a picture of Frances in a tiara; proving 
once and for all that my dog is absolutely treated like royalty when she’s off duty. 

5. Smartphone Zombies-Get off your cell phones, people! While guide dogs are trained to help the 
blind avoid obstacles on the street, nothing is more unpredictable than a bobbing and 
weaving “Smartphone Zombie.” Zombies like to walk face down, noses pointed towards their smart 
phone screens. They rarely look up at the world around them, preferring texting and emoijis to 
human contact. 

One memorable smartphone zombie incident occurred on a cold, December night as my guide dog Frances and I 
were en-route to my local hospital for a doctor’s appointment. As Franny lead me towards the front door of the 
building, she stopped midway, indicating something was in our path. I extended my hand to find she was alerting 
me to a wheelchair that had been left outside. That’s when it hit me. Literally. A woman walking with her cell-phone 
crashed right into me. The phone falling into my coat, right down my cleavage. Yeah, how’s that for awkward. 

“You didn’t see me coming?” she snarled. 

“No, I didn’t see you; I’m blind.” In my head I was thinking…. Umm. Hello? Woman with a guide dog here. 

There was no “I’m sorry,” or “Are you OK?” All the young woman said was, “Well, give me back my cell phone.” I 
removed my glove and fished out her phone from inside my jacket. She grabbed it from my hand as if nothing had 
happened, and went right back to texting. I looked down at Frances and shook my head. 

Despite your dog’s years of training, be prepared to walk into a couple of these hazardous individuals during your 

partnership. Don’t worry about apologizing for the mishap. Zombies will usually ignore you and your dog entirely 

https://secure-web.cisco.com/1Hxqh9vpqOLQa9fOcQYEtk4bVKyS522ZhbagIQemcr_Z434opidSsEn_TpqlFS1hOzVng4hE3yEjdqntDm91SvY7RVrpyrXCDCxLX5E_ZWid7b-HvMJxxxEC9dWm6dcCdd4ke9a7UMg2_l5wMVYeQ_3sqBxWWpviFxIuMotvezbxKcD2AnTd2yY4jc9EdknuX1x466XzRcQkxJ8W4U4b7OOlM0du4wBnZDoeSVBLYBcI4WZ5mhIGGBIE7379fF-Ziaet5A11PkOnuQb0ib5Evi3IvZsKmKygzrgw3zWOrs0z-I2QBgfBSrZmfBgdq69b1/https%3A%2F%2Fthemighty.com%2F2016%2F03%2Fhow-a-disabled-pregnant-woman-handles-6-insensitive-questions%2F
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and continue focusing on their digital world. Take a page from their book and blog, tweet or Facebook 
about their deplorable behavior later! (How do you like me now, hospital parking lot Smartphone Zombie lady?) 

6. Interrogators-You’re walking with your guide dog when your cell phone rings. You remove your phone from your 
coat pocket and take the call. That’s when the interrogator appears. “Excuse me, did I just see you answer your 
phone?”  Yes, yes you did. “But how can you do that if you’re ‘supposed’ to be blind?” If you’re feeling patient that 
day, feel free to subject yourself to a lengthy discussion with this “Interrogator” about variations in visual acuity and 
accessibility features on smart phones. Some will appreciate your candor and may even become more educated 
as a result of your efforts. But prepare yourself! Other “Interrogators” will continue to question the validity of 
your disability and why you need a guide dog in the first place. Excuse yourself from these conversations. Take 
the high road, stay classy and remember there are some folks out there who choose to make it their job to 
interrogate the world. 

7. The Flea Circus-When groups of small children see me working with Frances, they usually begin to bounce up 
and down. Enter the “Flea Circus.” Kids have two reactions to dogs. They either love them, anxiously trying to pet 
them, or they are completely petrified, running away in sheer terror. As a blind mom of two toddlers, I know kids 
can be difficult to manage. They will absolutely test your patience with their overabundance of tenacity and 
curiosity. However, it’s up to a child’s parents to teach them proper dog etiquette, and I’m not just talking about 
guide dogs. 

No child should be permitted to run up and touch a dog they don’t know. Every dog is different and not all of them 
can be trusted to tolerate children. As a guide dog handler, I know my dog has been trained to work around kids. 
That does not negate the fact that I don’t want my dog touched when we are working together, especially when I 
am trying to manage my own two daughters in public. 

8. Puppy Play-daters.-Let me set the scene. You’re about to cross an extremely busy intersection. You and your 
dog are in sync, intently focused on the sounds and flow of traffic. All of sudden you hear yappy barking headed in 
your direction. Enter the “Puppy play-dater.” “Oh, hey. Can you see me? This is my dog Precious, she just wants 
to say hi to your dog.” “Precious” has now snapped to the end of her leash, dragging her overzealous owner 
behind. 

“Can you please hold your dog back?”  I ask. 

Badly offended, the owner continues to babble, “No, no really, she’s just playful.” 

“Puppy play-daters” fail to realize the immense importance of a guide dog’s health and safety. The blind rely on 
our canine partners to get us where we need to be on a daily basis. If Frances gets hurt, my entire family suffers. 
Please control your “precious” dog and pretend my canine partner and I aren’t even here. If we’re in the mood to 
play, we’ll head to the dog park! 

Being a guide dog handler is a delicate balance requiring an immense amount of concentration by both handler 
and dog. Working with Frances has made me extremely mindful of her safety and my own. While I’m always open 
to educating others about Franny and my work together, there are times when people’s interactions with us can 

potentially put my family in danger. Don’t become that hazardous individual for a guide dog team. Respect the 
working relationship and remember your actions, however well-intentioned, could inadvertently cause us 
harm.  And please, if you’re walking, stay off the cell phones! 

https://secure-web.cisco.com/1PNA8tV01Gujc04YnYsDufhVcEDt8uQqK08YvuCsTwCjit9QL4MECphtotgNAZQW340vwBfCcIvJRKqLEmPVfpVXLnemFVNv44fqYBR6OPmkrPWkU28Rh5s2NMNyZGtLgjFdCwlkPYgx0iR4yJo7hhdhYV528ebU4IOgqM4fQnXg-OUBlKPoeZ9nsGx_MP5eDjBs0xU7e1j-f9AAFNh9gh1T70JKMMA91VqjQvEfCWoiVaQh6Xx84i12WDkz0m0e2gJosg0DhusMNU5_SrQYObuTWo3GE38Al1-ZW1CEsd0tkFbG8f4LbLyfsQ20N4byE/https%3A%2F%2Fthemighty.com%2Fcategory%2Fgeneral%2Fdisability%2F
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From District 26-M1 
                 Patton Lions Club          

    

 Perryville Lions Club Hosted 26-M1 District Convention  

     

 

 

 

 

 

  

  

 

Camp Brimshire 

 

Sikeston Annual Chili Dinner 

Sikeston Lions Club 

 

 

 

“Taking a Break “ 

Perryville Tornado Cleanup 

 

 

Cape Girardeau Noon Lions 

79th Annual Pancake Day 

Lions cleaning up after tornado 

 

West Plains Lions Organize 

“Back the Blue” 

 

“Back the Blue” was a 4 club 

joint venture, a festive 

banquet with ~ 150 attending 

plus 3 state representatives. 
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From District 26-M2 

        

    

  parade https://www.facebook.com/MehlvilleLionsClub/videos/10155096088166465/ 

and https://www.facebook.com/georgewinkeler/videos/10210643624865615/ 

 

 

 

https://www.facebook.com/MehlvilleLionsClub/videos/10155096088166465/
https://www.facebook.com/georgewinkeler/videos/10210643624865615/
http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwirxo-lurHTAhUEKWMKHaxVAtAQjRwIBw&url=http://www.clipartkid.com/shamrock-border-cliparts/&psig=AFQjCNGCqD9MzKZfJz8UtSb6lfK-Qug3fg&ust=1492723432508164
http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwi8oJWiu7HTAhVC_mMKHeWjCZYQjRwIBw&url=http://clipartix.com/shamrock-clip-art-image-16123/&psig=AFQjCNGCqD9MzKZfJz8UtSb6lfK-Qug3fg&ust=1492723432508164
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From District 26-M3 
   

Harvester Lions Club 

  Moberly Lions Club  

         

     

These “Special Olympics” are sponsored by Columbia 20/20 Lions Club, MU Campus Club, 

Hartsburg Lions Club, Columbia Community Lions Club, Columbia Host lions Club and Rock 

Bridge Lions Club 

    

   

 

 

http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwiun5q3srHTAhUG3mMKHaj5BS0QjRwIBw&url=http://members.lionsclubs.org/EN/lions/new-clubs/special-interest-clubs/champions-lions-club.php&psig=AFQjCNHr-_wFaOX1-eu8gNEYo26N_dcp6g&ust=1492721324455356
http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwi0osbjtbHTAhUE3GMKHTSFBf0QjRwIBw&url=http://www.clipartbest.com/special-olympics-clip-art&psig=AFQjCNE2flA10KXH16ZOAQjkdWJruLFcrA&ust=1492722219205640
http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwi0osbjtbHTAhUE3GMKHTSFBf0QjRwIBw&url=http://www.clipartbest.com/special-olympics-clip-art&psig=AFQjCNE2flA10KXH16ZOAQjkdWJruLFcrA&ust=1492722219205640
https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwig0vjysrHTAhUNx2MKHazjBH4QjRwIBw&url=https://www.soill.org/healthy-athletes/&psig=AFQjCNHr-_wFaOX1-eu8gNEYo26N_dcp6g&ust=1492721324455356
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From District 26-M4 
 Grant City Lions Club 
 

   
        St. Joseph East Side Lions Club  
       Is working on a local Braille Trail  
 

   

 

 

Liberty Lions Club 
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From District 26-M5 

           

  

 

http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwjw6pr5obXRAhVk4IMKHakPB44QjRwIBw&url=http://www.torrington.info/lions-club.html&bvm=bv.142059868,d.amc&psig=AFQjCNFRaRDhHqX72Va9dvN_ZUyTADM6pw&ust=1484058238800638
http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwjogragorXRAhUG6oMKHW63DxAQjRwIBw&url=http://lions100.lionsclubs.org/EN/toolbox/logos.php&bvm=bv.142059868,d.amc&psig=AFQjCNFRaRDhHqX72Va9dvN_ZUyTADM6pw&ust=1484058238800638
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From District 26-M6      
 

              

Painting in Springfield, MO               Ava Lions Club Walk/Run 

   

 Seymour Lions Club    Republic Lions Club  Lebanon Host Lions Club 

                                                  

Kimberling City Lions 

Club preparing for a 

“Chili Dinner” 
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Ava Lions Club Rebuilds 

August 2016 the Ava Lions Club which was approaching nearly 80 years of service made a call to 

District Governor Lewis Carnes to ask for help to rebuild their club. Two Guiding Lions were 

assigned to help recruit new members from Ava/Douglas County to bring this Lions Club back so 

they could once again be very active within their community.  

Rebuilding an existing Lions Club is different from going out in a community to start a new Lions 

Club. A Lions Club which has been around for many years often has certain issues which if 

allowed to continue over time can bring an active club to its demise.  

The Ava Lions held an open house December 1st, 2016 to recruit new community members to 
their club. During the open house attendees learned about Leader Dog and new advances for 
blind people with a presentation by Lion Wendy Jackson from Vision Rehabilitation center of 
the Ozarks. The community also learned about the local Lions through multiple publications in 
the area newspaper and local radio broadcasts.  

 Today we are very happy to report the rebuilding team has recruited 7 new members to the 
Ava Lions Club. The picture below: PDG Peter Frantzen inducts 3 new Lions into the Ava Lions 
Club on April 3rd, 2017. Four new members were inducted by Lion Jennie Mosher at the April 
17th meeting. The Ava Lions Club has gotten the attention of their local community and will 
continue to increase their membership.  

                      

 

Pictured from left to right:  

President Richard Sturgeon, Lions Bob 

Sorensen, Garith R. Dedmon, PDG Peter 

Frantzen, Lion Ken Mendhall, and 

Honorary Member Barbara Mendenhall.  

 

 Pictured from left to right: 

Lions Kay and John Weisbrod, 

Richard Salgaro, Bob Sorensen,  

Jennie Mosher, Joe Koloski and Ava 

Lions President Richard Sturgeon. 
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From District 26-M7 

          

Hermann Lions Club Celebrates 86th Anniversary 

  

   

State Representative Lion Justin T. Alferman  

presents Lion Dorothy with her Centennial     
Membership pin.   

Auxvasse Lions Club 

Dedicates Historical Pavilion  

 

Lake Ozark Lions Continue Tradition 
For the sixty-fifth year, the Lake Ozark Lions 

Club was a major sponsor of the School of the 

Osage Pun Ga Har Jo or “Dance Stomp” 

(translated from the Osage Indian language). 

The Lions join with the school’s Parent Teachers 

Association to provide a Spring Prom for the 

school’s students from Freshmen to Seniors. 
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